Ad SS:TI T10T/11/¢€ v3o 1

910W UIA3 S3SBD dWOS Ul 10 Bul||im ||13s 99 Aew 1ng ‘Aol uejndiued e Huiseyd Jo 3413 Aew S1ed 3dUIS papuawWWodl .
S U0ISsas Ae|d e ul SA0} JuaJa4}Ip M3} ® Yum BulAeld ‘pamojjems g 01 Yybnous |[ews Jou pue 3jes ate sAol ay)
2Ins N ‘SA0) Pajynis |[ews 10 s|eq Jaja4d s1aylQ “diendiuew 01 Ases aue 1eyl sAol 1ybi| ‘|lews Jsjaud sied swos
'$3IN1X31 JO A13LBA B YlIM SAO] JO AlalieA B A1) ‘suoissas Aejd 9Sayl ul pa1salaiul 3¢ 01 WIS 10U S0P 18D UNOoA J|

*SPUBWP S,1BD BY] 3SNJ3J JSUMO 3y}

pINoys suoissas aAIssalbbe aiow olul bulle|edsa SI0IABYSQ 9S3Y1 JO MSU 3yl unu siolreyaq buiisb-uonusie pue
UO11D34Je 33BIIIUI 03 1B 3Y1 MO|[B 1BY) SISUMQ "NOA pIemo) paidallp pue Jed unoA Aq paleniul si 1eyl Aejd aaissaibbe
91BJ3|01 10U P|NOYS NOA "SUOISSaS Aejd dA11DEBIDIUI D1RIIIUI pue Ae|d 01 pasu §,1ed IN0A aleddiuy "SsAlBUIR) (e

Ae|d JO JaqUINU JUIIDIINS B SAIDIBI 1SJ1) P|NOYS 18D 3Y) ‘(Ie passaldwod pue ‘wiele ‘UsAelds Ja1em) suondniisiul
3Y1 Jo 2uo Bulsn J3PISUOD NOA 24043Q ‘UOIIIPPE. U| "3SBYD 01 18D 3Y) 10} P3||0J JO UMOIY] 3Je 1Byl SWI)l pue ‘sAo)
Buibuep ‘spuem ‘sadou bulbb6im spnpdul SA01 SAIIDBISIUI [NJSSIIONS "SIaUMO Yiim Aejd areudoiddeur buijeuiwifs o
Buidnpas ul Ajyeasb pie Aew sied 4ayio yim Aejd [e1d0s pue siaumo yim Aejd aAndessiul ‘Aejd-4jas 1oj ssniunuoddo
a|dwe Bulpinoid (ST U] SAO] AB[d pu® AB|d, UO pue SIOIABYDg 9AIIEDIIS9AU| pu® AB|4 - Suailly, uo
sinopuey 4no 33S) ‘Ae|d 1ed 31e|NWIS 1599 uodn psdunod 10 ‘Pa1IeMS ‘paseyd ‘padj|els aq ued Jeyl s13[qo bulrop

L, sJaumo yum Aeyd
a1eidoiddeur buneuiwie 1o bupnpaa ul Ajpeasb pre Aew sied Jayio yum Aejd eipos
pue siaumo yum Aejd aanoessiul ‘Aejd-jjas Joj seniunyioddo ajdwe buipiaoid,

‘suoluedwod aul|a4 J3Yylo

ou aAeY aJte 1Y) abe Jo siedA om) Jspun sied ul Ajjedadss ‘pooyinpe ybnoiyl 1sisiad Aew 11 ‘Sua11I Ul UOWLWOD
aJow Ajjensn s1 Aejd ybnoyijy "asuaiul Ajwalixa aq ued ysiym ‘a11q pue ‘@dunod “j|e1s ayi buipn|pul ainjeu
Adorepald s,3ed 3y3 JO syusuodwod Jo Jaquinu e apn[dul ued Aejd 3yl ‘sased awos u| -3jdoad 01 saunful 0) spe|
Ajausuaapeul yarym ‘Aejd aaissaubbe 1o snondunquies AlUsAo se pailqiyxa aq Aew siy] uolssaibbe parejas-Aed
03 ped| ued Ae|d 1oy sanunuoddo sreudosdde Jo dde| pue ‘ABIsuUs pasnun JO SSIIX3 UB ‘UOIIB|NWIIS Japun

iaUuop 2q ued jeym seuinful o3 peaj o3 buijiels st Aeid s,jed Ap

uonepald Ae|d - syed ul uoissaibby

W02°31INs12A12A0e(S 191ISqIM
1au-|eqolbags@iandels jjrewy
204 1-¥22-686 Xe4
S6¥9-¥22-686 auoyd JINID IVWINY
6.88Y ‘IW ‘suyol "3s ‘L2 AMH-SN S LE LY SNHOf 1S
d1ul|D [eWIUY Suyof “1s

661=p11296 1=p1dyd-a8ed woo pajuar|o-urealay i mmm,/:dny uonepaid Ae[d — SIeD Ul UOISSAUTY UL



LifeLearn Aggression in Cats — Play Predation http://www lifelearn-cliented.com/page.php?id=19&rid=199

interested in continuing the play session with a new or novel toy. Stuffing the toys with food or treats may
stimulate the pouncing, biting and eating associated with predation.

~— "Using a few choice food tidbits as rewards, most cats can be taught to sit, come,
fetch, or shake a paw."

Cats can also be trained to do a number of tricks. This is an excellent way to stimulate your cat to interact with
you in a positive way and to gain some verbal control over your cat. Using a few choice food tidbits as rewards,
most cats can be taught to sit, come, fetch, or shake a paw. In fact, cats that are taught to respond to these
commands can often be interrupted with these commands (tricks) if a play attack or other inappropriate behavior
begins to arise. (Also see our handout on 'Kittens - Introducing to a New Home").

For self-play, the cat can be provided with toys that roll such as ping pong balls or walnuts, toys that dangle,
battery-operated and spring-mounted toys, scratching posts, and toys within containers that deliver food when
scratched or manipulated. For cats that enjoy exploration, climbing and perching give opportunity for these
activities. Hiding treats in various locations stimulates searching behavior that many cats enjoy. Bird feeders
outside of windows occupy some cats, while others might be interested in videos for cats. Catnip toys and toys
with food or treats that can be obtained by scratching or manipulation help to stimulate play and exploration. Cats
with a strong desire for social play benefit from the addition of a second kitten in the household to act as a
playmate, provided both cats have been adequately socialized to cats.

How can I tell if play is about to become aggressive?

Often it is possible to see a change in your kitten's behavior that will signal to you that the play session is getting
out of control. The first sign may be intense movement of the tail from side to side. The ears may go back and
the pupils, the dark part of the eye, may become larger if you observe any of these signs, it is best to end the play
session before the kitten becomes too agitated.

What should I do if the cat begins to exhibit
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LifeLearn Aggression in Cats — Play Predation http://www lifelearn-cliented.com/page.php?id=1 9&rid=199

play-related aggression?

Wherever possible, ignoring the cat, or perhaps even walking out of the room, will teach the cat that there will be
no interaction or reward when he or she initiates play. Play with you should be initiated by you, and not by the cat.

Physical punishment must be avoided! First, pain can cause aggression; so if you hit your cat, you may increase
the aggressive behavior. Second, painful punishment may cause fear and owner avoidance. Third, attempts to
correct the playful aggression with physical contact may actually serve to reward the behavior.

"For a deterrent to be effective it must occur while the behavior is taking place and
be timed correctly.”

For a deterrent to be effective it must occur while the behavior is taking place and be timed correctly. Punishment
also should be species appropriate. Noise deterrents are often effective in cats. For very young kittens, a "hissing"
noise may deter excessive play behavior. The noise can be made by you, but if not immediately successful a can of
compressed air used for cleaning camera lenses may be more effective and is less likely to cause fear or
retaliation.

Some cats need an even more intense deterrent. Spray cans containing citronella spray, water sprayers, and
commercially available "rape" alarms or air horns should be sufficiently startling to most cats to interrupt the
behavior. What is most important in using these techniques is the timing. You must have the noise-maker with
you so that you can immediately administer the correction. (Also see handout on 'Undesirable Behavior in
Cats'"). However, unless you provide ample appropriate play opportunities, punishment and distraction techniques
will not be successful on their own.

What should I do about my cat that hides, stalks or jumps out at
family members and me?

Another component of aggressive play behavior is hiding and dashing out and attacking people as they walk by.
Often the kitten or cat waits around corners or under furniture until someone approaches. This can be a difficult
problem to solve.

First, keep a journal of occurrences, including time of day and location. This can help identify a pattern that can
be avoided. Second, you need to be able to know where your cat is. An approved cat collar (one that has a quick
release catch or is elastic) with a large bell on it is helpful. If the cat always attacks from the same location, you
can be ready, anticipate the attack and become pre-emptive. As you prepare to walk by the area, toss a small toy
to divert the cat's attention to an appropriate play object. Another tactic is to use your noise deterrent to get the
cat out of the area, or block access to the location (such as under the bed) so that the cat is unable to hide there
and pounce out at your feet. Again, these techniques are most successful when combined with plenty of
opportunities for appropriate play.

Is there a way to prevent this behavior?

You must provide ample outlets and opportunities for play on your terms. These should be aerobic play sessions
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